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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Kolkata

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Wednesday handed over
land to the BSF for international bound-
ary fencing and security infrastructure,
beginning with a 27 km stretch, and said
more land would be provided wherev-
er required to strengthen border man-
agement in the State.

Addressing a BSF land transfer
meeting, Adhikari said the process
marked the beginning of a larger 
initiative to improve border security in
the State.

“The land will be handed over to the
Border Security Force (BSF) within two
weeks. Initially, land covering a 27 km
stretch along the India-Bangladesh
international boundary is being handed
over,” he said.

Calling it the first step in a broader
exercise, Adhikari said, “As a beginning,
the land required to secure the 27 km
stretch is being provided to the BSF.”
Highlighting the need to expedite border
infrastructure, the chief minister said a
sizeable portion of West Bengal’s inter-
national boundary still remained
unfenced. “In West Bengal, around
1,600 km of the total 2,200 km border
with Bangladesh has already been
fenced, while nearly 600 km still remains
unfenced,” he said.

“Wherever land is needed for fencing
and border security, we will hand it over
to the BSF,” he added.

Targeting the previous Trinamool
Congress Government, Adhikari alleged
that it had failed to cooperate on border
infrastructure because of “vote bank pol-

itics and appeasement policies”.
“The previous Government, due to its

vote bank politics and appeasement
policies, did not give land to the BSF,”
he claimed.

Adhikari also alleged that coordina-
tion among the BSF, state police and dis-
trict administration in bordering areas
had weakened over the years. “For the
last several years, coordination meetings
between the BSF, state police and
administration in bordering areas had
not happened,” he said. He said the dis-
trict-level coordination mechanism had
now been revived. “The district coordi-
nation meetings have now started, and
these will happen regularly now,” the
chief minister said. Announcing a stricter

policy on illegal immigration, Adhikari
said the State has implemented a pro-
vision for the handover of the infiltrators
nabbed by the police to the BSF.

“A letter was sent by the Centre to the
state last year regarding the direct han-
dover of infiltrators to the BSF, but the
previous Government failed to imple-
ment this important provision. We
have now enforced it,” he said.

Adhikari said those not covered under
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act would
be treated as infiltrators and action
would be taken accordingly.

“Those who are not covered under the
CAA will be treated as infiltrators. 

The state police will arrest them and
hand them over to the BSF,” he said.

Suvendu hands over land to BSF
for border fencing in West Bengal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Gandhinagar

Medical stores across Gujarat
remained closed on Tuesday
as chemists and druggists
joined a nationwide protest
against online medicine sales
and the growing presence of
e-pharmacy platforms. The
strike, led by the All India
Organisation of Chemists and
Druggists (AIOCD), affected
pharmacy operations in
major cities including

Ahmedabad, Surat, Rajkot
and Vadodara.

In Surat alone, nearly 7,000
medical stores remained shut
as local chemist associations
extended support to the agi-
tation. The closure caused
inconvenience to patients and
residents, particularly those
dependent on daily medica-
tion for chronic illnesses such
as diabetes, blood pressure
and other long-term health
conditions.

MEDICAL STORES
SHUT ACROSS
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AGAINST 
E-PHARMACIESPRESS TRUST OF INDIA

n Thiruvananthapuram

Chief Minister VD Satheesan
will handle the key Finance
and Law portfolios, along
with 36 other departments,
after Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar on
Wednesday allocated port-
folios among the UDF
Cabinet ministers in Kerala
who were sworn in on 
May 18.

Following the Chief
Minister’s recommenda-
tions, which the Governor
approved, senior Congress
leader Ramesh Chennithala
was designated Minister
for Home, Vigilance and
three other departments.

The portfolios were later
circulated via a gazette
notification, as per which
the CM will also handle all
important policy matters
and subjects not men-
tioned elsewhere.

Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) leader 
PK Kunhalikutty will take
care of Industries and
Commerce, Information
Technology, Artificial
Intelligence, Startups, 
Mining and Geology and
Handlooms and Textiles, 
it said.

Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) chief
Sunny Joseph was 
given charge of Electricity,
Environment and
Parliamentary Affairs, while
senior party leader K
Muraleedharan will head 8
departments, including
Health, Devaswoms, Food
Safety, Drugs Control and
Medical Education, the Lok
Bhavan said.

Besides them, Roji M John
will handle Higher
Education, AP Anil Kumar
will head Land and Revenue,
and N Shamsudheen will be
the General Education
Minister, it said.

Revolutionary Socialist
Party (RSP) MLA Shibu Baby
John got Forests and
Wildlife Protection and Skill
Development, while Kerala
Congress (Joseph) legislator

Mon Joseph will head the
Irrigation, Ground Water,
Water Supply and
Sanitation and Housing
Departments,  the Lok
Bhavan added.

The Road and Water
Transport Departments will
be headed by Communist
Marxist Party (CMPKSC) MLA
CP John, Food and Civil
Supplies will be taken care
of by Kerala Congress
(Jacob) MLA Anoop Jacob,
and IUML MLA VE Abdul
Gafoor will take charge of
the Fisheries Department, 
it said.

Of the remaining IUML
MLAs in the Cabinet, PK
Basheer will head the Public
Works Department, and
KM Shaji will take charge of
the Local Self Government
authorities, as per the 
Lok Bhavan.

Kerala CM Satheesan to handle
Finance and Law portfolios
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